
THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
 

 

Rooted to the Lord 
 

Jeremiah 17:5-8 (NIV)  
5 This is what the LORD says: “Cursed is the one who trusts in man, who draws strength from mere flesh and whose heart turns away from the 
LORD. 6 That person will be like a bush in the wastelands; they will not see prosperity when it comes. They will dwell in the parched places of the 

desert, in a salt land where no one lives. 7 “But blessed is the one who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in him. 8 They will be like a tree 
planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries 

in a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit.”  

Two weeks ago, we heard the Lord call Jeremiah to serve as his prophet. In that calling, the Lord planned to use Jeremiah to uproot 
and tear down, to destroy and overthrow nations and kingdoms. Now here in chapter 17 of his prophetic book, that’s exactly what 
he’s doing. Through Jeremiah, the Lord made his anger known that the Jews will lose the inheritance that he gave them, that they 
will be enslaved to their enemies in a land they do not know. They will be uprooted and torn down, destroyed and overthrown.  

Why is the Lord’s anger burning against them and causing them to lose their inheritance? Because they have trusted in man, not 
God. Their hearts had turned away from the Lord. Their trust was placed in the strength of men, which would fail them when 
judgment came. Men die. They cannot stand against the Lord. “Cursed is the one who trusts in man, who draws strength from mere 
flesh and whose heart turns away from the LORD.” (verse 5) Trusting in people will eventually leave you desolate, parched, and alone 
– as sad as a desert wasteland.  

But Jeremiah was also called to build and to plant. He preached to the Jews, guiding them to where their trust needs to be. “But 
blessed is the one who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in him. They will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its 
roots by the stream. It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries in a year of drought and never 
fails to bear fruit.” (verses 7-8) The one who trusts in the Lord is rooted in him, constantly connected to him like a tree planted right 
by a source of water, a stream. That person has constant nourishment from the Lord that provides everything that a person needs to 
get through times of heat and drought, with its leaves always being green and never failing to bear fruit.  

The one rooted in the Lord “does not fear when heat comes.” (verse 8) This heat is not the kind of warmth you can get from sitting 
on your couch in that sunny patch on a cold day, snuggled in a blanket. This heat is uncomfortable. It saps you of your strength, 
dehydrates you, makes your throat dry, parched, hard to swallow. It’s intense, making you want to find something to bring you some 
relief. You feel like a plant about to wilt because you can’t stand the heat.  

This heat can be the constant stressors in life like work that is unrelenting and never done, that you hit one deadline only to have 
another project and another deadline pressed upon you. Your relationships – spouses, family, friends – they are filled with drama, 
arguing and bickering, and you’re always working to make people happy, but you’re never done and no one ever seems to stay fine. 
You do one right thing, buy some flowers, go on a date, send them a text, call them up, give them your undivided time and 
attention, and after the brief appreciation, you have to go at it again another day. You mediate and fix a friendship only to have it fall 
into the same pattern the next day and you throw your hands in the air saying “I just cleaned up this mess. Can’t we just keep it 
clean for a few minutes?” Eventually, you want to stop trying, stop working at these things, just be done. The heat is too much. 

When you are rooted in the Lord, the heat does not cause your leaves to wilt. Instead, you stay green, healthy. Why? Because your 
source of nourishment and life is right there beside you. You feel that parched throat coming on with dry lips, and then you reach 
over for the glass of water and take a cool, refreshing drink. That’s the Lord. He isn’t pressing on you a to-do list for various projects. 
He’s not fickle, changing his mood from one second to another, never happy and always causing you drama that you have to fix. 
Instead, the Lord assures you that the heat will not overtake you, that you are not alone in constantly working on all these things. He 
gives you your strength and power each and every day. Instead of only looking inwardly for the strength to keep working and keep 
cleaning up messes, the Lord is that strength for us, that without him we would eventually dry up and wither away, drained of all 
strength.   

The one rooted in the Lord “has no worries in a year of drought.” (verse 8) Living in a desert climate, we keep an eye on snowpack 
percentages and how close to the mark we are on getting the precipitation needed to sustain the population here in the valley. 
During the summer months, you hear the repeating gong of “Conserve. Save that water. Cut back on watering your lawns.” Fear 
hovers over you through these cautionary words, fear that we are going to run out of water and die of thirst.  



And then there are the other kinds of droughts in our lives. For those here who work for the government, another possible 
shutdown is looming. We’ve already experienced a 35 day shut down – the longest so far in US history. Will it happen again? Will it 
go longer? How will I pay my bills? How will I pay for groceries? How will I survive? This is drought of work is concerning, something 
that we have a hard time not worrying about, especially when it directly affects us. It is even more disconcerting because we can’t 
control it. That’s what worry is – fearing the present and the future circumstances because you can’t control it. We fear because we 
are putting our trust in man and drawing our strength from flesh instead of from the Lord.  

Jeremiah point us to put our confidence in the Lord, to be rooted in him. When you are rooted in the Lord and he is your confidence, 
you know that your future is certain. God never shuts down or stops working, even when we don’t trust him. Instead, he goes on in 
his power and strength and continues to provide for all people. He is a constant source of nourishment and life through the 
droughts. Sometimes we think we need things and then God shows us that we don’t really need them – only him. Other times he 
provides for us in ways that we never expected. No matter which he does for us, he says to trust him to provide what we need day 
by day. The Lord purposefully challenges us to trust in him more in these times when we don’t have the nest egg built up and all the 
future resources we need. He does this so that we grow deeper roots of trusting him instead of putting our trust in man, mere flesh.   

It’s tempting to view God as an oasis in a desert, that he’s a stopping point in our lives, a place we go to in order to be refreshed and 
then head on with the rest of lives leaving him behind until we need another refresher. Here through Jeremiah, the Lord points us to 
have him with us constantly, to be planted by him, to draw on him every single day. So, how do we do that?  

It’s not a secret, some hidden mantra, some special horticultural expertise. One thing, maybe the first thing to do when you are 
experiencing that intense heat or the droughts of life, is to step back and remember that you have the Lord with you as that 
constant supply of water. Drink from his Word, his promises. Soak in the fact that the Lord said he would be with you always and 
always take care of you, providing everything you need for body and life. Drink in the fact that he has called you precious, that he 
always has his eyes on you, never forgets you. It’s okay. You’re connected to the Lord. He will provide. He is the stream that you are 
rooted in. Connect to him in prayer, asking him to provide that nourishing water that you need. Pray that he would take your fears 
and worries away knowing that he will take care of you.  

Be rooted to the Lord by his Word, his living water. We soak in his living water when we do as we are doing today and come to 
church for worship, for Bible study, for Bible Information Class, for Catechism class. We’re rooted in the Lord for that nourishing 
water of life as we partake in his Holy Supper, being connected to his true body and blood in, with, and under the bread and the 
wine for the forgiveness of our sins and the strengthening of our faith in him which draws us closer to him. We are rooted to him as 
we daily read his Word in our personal lives – whether using Bible reading plans, picking at random, doing daily devotions from 
Meditations or WELS online, weekday devotional videos from Time of Grace, or using the year of prayer booklet.  

When we are connected to God’s Word, we are rooted to the Lord like a tree planted by the water. Doing these things deepen and 
strengthen our roots in the Lord so that by his strength and his nourishment we can withstand the heat and the droughts of life. He 
keeps us green, healthy, and always bearing fruit for him.  

Because the Lord has brought you to faith in him, he has planted you like a tree by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. 
Keep the Lord as your confidence. Trust in him instead of trusting in ourselves or any other man who will eventually fail us and turn 
away from the Lord. Stay rooted in the Lord constantly getting nourishment from him and his Word as our Living Water. Being 
rooted in the Lord, we will not wither no matter how intense the heat and we will not be afraid or worry no matter how severe the 
drought. The Lord is our water. Trust in him, and you will be blessed by his constant nourishment and strength. Amen.  
 

February 17, 2019 
Pastor Jonathan Klein 

pastorklein@lightofthevalley-wels.org 

mailto:pastorklein@lightofthevalley-wels.org

